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MFS – Natural Resource Regulations
MFS Forest Policy & Management Division has authority over 
the following regulations:

❖ Chapter 20 Forest Practices Act

❖ Chapter 21 Statewide Standards for Timber Harvesting 
in Shoreland Areas (in Organized Towns) – “SWS”

❖ Chapter 23 Liquidation Harvesting

❖ Chapter 26 Forest Operations Notifications

❖ Chapter 27 Timber Harvesting in Unorganized/de-
organized towns



Chapter 21 – Applies in shoreland areas in some 
organized towns that HAVE adopted Statewide 
Standards (BLUE)

Chapter 27 – applies in shoreland/protected areas in 
all unorganized towns (YELLOW) 

DEP Rules & Local Shoreland Zoning Ordinances 
apply in organized towns that have NOT adopted 
Statewide Standards (WHITE) 

As of December 2024:January 2, 2026

THE CHANGE: By Statute, SWS will take effect 
in unorganized townships – January 2, 2026

Revised Chapter 27 will still apply for zones not 
related to water quality (P-MA, P-RR, gravel pits, 
P-FW, P-UA etc.)



What isn’t changing?

❖ Timber harvesting regulations in organized towns.

❖ SWS status in organized towns

❖ Chapter 21 rule: Statewide Standards

❖ LUPC standards (Chapter 10) and their zoning maps



What is changing?

❖ Chapter 27 rule

❖ New SWS maps/data for unorganized

❖ FOResT Notification System

❖ Standards in UT for shoreland harvesting, roads, and 
crossings.

❖ Permitting / Permit by Rule



Overview of Chapter 27 changes

❖ Consistency and remove duplication

❖ Redline standards that overlap or conflict with Chapter 21.

❖ Sections of Chapter 27 that do not involve shoreland areas 
are unchanged (e.g. standards for gravel extraction, P-MA’s, 
P-RR’s, P-UA, P-FW, etc.) 



Subdistrict

ACTIVITY

Harvesting & Skid Trail Crossings Roads and Crossings Gravel Pits < 5 acres

P-SL1 SWS – Ch. 21 SWS – Ch. 21 P

P-SL2 SWS – Ch. 21 SWS – Ch. 21 P

P-GP SWS – Ch. 21 SWS – Ch. 21 M

P-WL SWS – Ch. 21 SWS – Ch. 21 S27

P-FW F F M

P-RR P P P

P-MA M M N

P-FP S27 M M

P-RP S27 S27 AP

P-RT M M P

P-SG M M M

P-AL S27 M M

P-AR S27 M M

P-UA M M M

D-RS L L N

D-RF L L N

D-PD L P AP

D-GN L L N

D-PR L L AP

D-CI L L L

D-MT N N N

M-GN S27 S27 S27

M-HP S27 S27 S27

M-NC S27 S27 S27

A list of the full subdistrict names can be found in Appendix B on page 126.

Key to Codes
S2

7
Chapter 27 Standards P Permit in Some Cases

M MFS Permit L LUPC permit

F Consult with IF&W AP Refer to LUPC Approved Plan

N Not Allowed

Permit Requirements by 

Subdistrict and Activity



SWS Maps & Data

SWS maps for the UT will be 
available in georeferenced PDF 
format. 

GIS data sets will be available for 
download. Drainage breaks and 
shoreland areas.

Maps and data sets are for 
guidance only!! – Ground 
conditions determine regulated 
areas and applicable standards.



FOResT - FONs

FOResT Online notification system will begin to show SWS data 
for the unorganized territories this week. 

Both SWS and LUPC datasets will be visible for harvest 
planning and system messages related to permitting.

Shoreland harvesting questions will look much like they do 
today, with shade options. 



Changes to Standards

• Non-forested wetlands larger than 10 acres will have a 250’ 
shoreland area

• 75’ shoreland area from 25 sq.mi. to 50 sq.mi. drainage
• Three options for shade (40% removal, 60 sq.ft., outcome based)
• Road setbacks (25’, 50’ & 100’ depending on waterbody)
• 3X Cross sectional area or 25 year flow

• Shoreline Integrity (all waterbodies)
• Fish Passage requirement for crossings
• Permitting / PBR’s for permanent crossings



Great 
Pond/Lake

>10 ac

Pond 
>4,300 sq ft,

<10 ac

Coastal 
wetlands

Non-
Forested 
Wetland 

>4,300 sq ft,

 <10 ac

Non-forested 
Wetland >10 ac

Shoreline integrity

Permit may be required 

 to cross or alter

250 ft. buffer

Shoreline integrity

3 options for shade

Permit may be required 

 to cross or alter

Statewide Standards for Timber Harvesting in 
Shoreland Areas - Harvesting

Doesn’t apply to forested 

wetlands!



Statewide Standards for Timber Harvesting in 
Shoreland Areas – Unorganized Territories

25 sq. mi.

Streams upstream of  
300 acre drainage 
point
•Shoreline integrity

Rivers below 50 sq. mi. drainage
•Shoreline integrity
•250 ft. buffer
•3 options for shade

Streams draining 25 sq. miles to 50 sq. miles
•Shoreline integrity
•75 ft. buffer
•3 options for shade

300 acres

50 sq. mi.
Streams draining 300 acres to 25 sq. miles
•Shoreline integrity
•75 ft. buffer
•Maintain sufficient shade



Shoreland Area and Shade Requirements

Drainage Size Organized Unorganized

Less than 300 acres No shade requirement No shade requirement

300 acres – 25 sq. mi. 75’ zone
3 options for shade

75’ zone
“maintain shading”

25 sq. mi. – 50 sq. mi. 75’ zone
3 options for shade

75’ zone
3 options for shade

More than 50 sq. mi. 250’ zone
3 options for shade

250’ zone
3 options for shade

Chapter 21, Section 8(B)(4) - Exception. Timber harvesting and related activities conducted in the 
jurisdiction of the Land Use Planning Commission between the 300 acre drainage point and the 25 
square mile drainage point are not subject to the requirements of Section 8.B. of this rule, but 
must be conducted to retain sufficient vegetation to maintain shading of surface waters.



Options for Shade

Option #2 – 60 sq.ft. basal retention 
 60 square feet per acre greater than or equal to 1.0 inch DBH, of 

which 40 square feet per acre must be greater than or equal to 
4.5 inches DBH.

Option #1 – 40% volume removal
 Harvest no more than 40% of the total volume on each acre, of 

trees 4.5” dbh and up in any 10-year period. BA is equivalent to 
volume.

Option #3 – Outcome based
 Prior approval from MFS

**A well-distributed stand of trees which is windfirm, and other vegetation
including existing ground cover, must be maintained



Setback Standards for Land Management Roads 
in Shoreland Areas – Unorganized Towns

25 sq. mi.

300 acres

50 sq. mi.

Below 50 sq.mi.
100’ Road setback 
Increases with slope
Bridges/culverts required

300 acre to 50 sq.mi.
50’ Road Setback – Increases with Slope
Temporary crossing structures allowed 
above 25 sq. mi.

Above 300 acre
25’ Road Setback
increases with slope



Great 
Pond/Lake

>10 ac

Pond 
>4,300 sq ft,

<10 ac

Coastal 
wetlands

Non-
Forested 
Wetland 

>4,300 sq ft,

 <10 ac

Non-forested 
Wetland >10 ac

25’ Road setback – increases with slope
Permit may be required to cross or alter

Statewide Standards for Timber Harvesting in 
Shoreland Areas - Harvesting

Doesn’t apply to forested 

wetlands!



PERMANENT WATER CROSSINGS

All permanent crossings, including approaches, ditches and other 

structures, must be designed, constructed, and maintained, so that:

• Concentrated water runoff does not enter the water body or 

tributary stream

• Sedimentation of surface waters is reasonably avoided

• There is no substantial disturbance of the stream bank or stream 

channel not directly associated with culvert or bridge installation

• Fish passage is not impeded

• Water flow is not unreasonably impeded

25 year flow or 3 times channel cross section



If installed longer than 7 months, crossings are considered 

permanent. 

If fill is used, the crossing is always considered permanent.

Permanent skid trail crossings are treated like land management 

road crossings and must meet sizing requirements. 

Temporary crossings may be smaller but they must be removed 

and stabilized before freezing conditions or as soon as possible 

after snowmelt.

WATER CROSSINGS – PERMANENT vs. TEMPORARY



Shoreline integrity
All timber harvesting operations must maintain shoreline 

integrity, regardless of the size of the waterbody.

Disruption of shoreline integrity means the alteration of the physical shape, 
properties, or condition of a shoreline at any location by timber harvesting 
and related activities. A shoreline where shoreline integrity has been 
disrupted is recognized by compacted, scarified and/or rutted soil, an 
abnormal channel or shoreline cross-section, and in the case of flowing 
waters, a profile and character altered from natural conditions.



Permit Requirements

A full permit is required for the construction or replacement of permanent 
crossings when:

• Crossing a waterbody with a 250’ shoreland area
• Crossing a non-forested freshwater wetland greater than 4,300 sq. ft. in size
• Crossing does not meet permit by rule standards

An individual permit is required for each crossing

MFS may impose reasonable terms and conditions when granting permits

Must be submitted least 60 days prior to the start of construction.



Permit by Rule

A Permit by Rule (PBR) is required for the installation of all 
permanent crossings, unless a full permit is needed.

All standards must be followed. 

Maintenance, repairs, and some replacements of crossings are 
allowed without a PBR.



Permit by Rule (cont.)

Maintenance, repairs, and replacements of existing crossings 
are allowed without a PBR as long as:

• Erosion control measures are taken to prevent 
sedimentation

• The crossing does not block fish passage
• Matches the natural stream grade
• Culverts embedded 25% of the diameter
• MFS is notified before the activity begins (ie. FON)



Permit by Rule (cont.)

MFS form not DEP - $125 fee and 

multiple crossings (same town) 

are allowed on one PBR.

July 15th to October 2nd No waiting 

period. 

Outside these dates

14-day waiting period and IF&W 

biologist timing review required.



Maine Forest Service 
Forest Policy & Management Division
• 12 District Foresters, 1 Field Team Leader 
• 3 Regional Enforcement Coordinators 
• Program & support staff incl. Water Resources 

Specialist

Forest Protection Division 
• Forest Rangers

Forest Health & Monitoring Division
• Insect, Disease, Inventory Specialists

Adam Cates, Field Team Leader
(207) 441-4139
adam.e.cates@maine.gov

mailto:adam.e.cates@maine.gov
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