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Topics for Today
ÅOverview of offices and 

staffing changes

ÅListing Updates



USFWS Offices in Maine
ÅRefuges

ÅHatcheries

ÅFish and Wildlife Conservation

ÅLaw Enforcement

ÅEcological Services 



USFWS Maine Ecological 
Services Complex

Maine Field Office ς East Orland Gulf of Maine Program/Southern Maine Office - 
Falmouth

Mission: Work with partners to conserve, protect, and enhance fish and wildlife 
resources in Maine



Program Areas

1. Private Lands 
Technical 
Assistance

2.  Species 
Conservation

3. Hydropower 
Relicensing

4. Coastal 
Conservation



1. Private Lands Technical 
Assistance



Private Lands Team

Hannah Mullally
Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program Coordinator

Nicole Pauley
NRCS Biologist and Working Forests Lead

Vacant
Private Lands Engineer



Partners for Fish and 
Wildlife Program

ÅPrivate landowner focus

ÅVoluntary

ÅBiologists in 50 states

ÅSince 1987, worked with 
over 60,000 landowners to 
restore 7 million acres of 
wildlife habitat

ÅTechnical and financial 
assistance



Current Priority 
Areas*

ÅNortheast turtles

ÅNative pollinators

ÅSt. John River

ÅNortheast highlands

ÅCrystal Bog

ÅDiadromous fish

ÅNorthern forests

ÅTribal partners

*New 5-year plans will 
be developed in FY26



New Partnership 
Opportunities
ÅWorking Forests for Wildlife Program

ÅSigned 12/17/24 by NAFO and USFWS

ÅAuthorizes FWS to:

ÅProvide technical and financial 
assistance for voluntary habitat 
projects to benefit Federal trust 
species on working forests

ÅProvide technical assistance to 
private and public entities on 
private land

ÅBenefits

ÅProvides regulatory assurances 
for habitat management 
activities

ÅFlexibilities to add new species 
and lands

ÅEstablishes a dedicated 
coordinator

Photo: Tom Lindfors



2. Species Conservation



Species Conservation Team

Wende Mahaney
ESA Biologist
Bats, salmon, turtles

Juliana Berube
ESA Biologist
Birds, plants, lynx

Patrick Dockens
Deputy Project Leader

Sarah Rubenstein
Transportation Biologist

Kim Spiller
Fish and Wildlife Biologist

Vacant
Senior Transportation Biologist



Maine Species of 
Conservation Concern

ÅThreatened and Endangered (10)

ÅFish (1)

ÅMammals (2)

ÅBirds (3)

ÅPlants (3)

ÅInvertebrates (1)

ÅPriority at-risk Species (>20)

ÅCandidate species

ÅSpecies under review

ÅOther declining species 



Streamlining Endangered 
Species Act Coordination 
and Compliance

ÅFederal agency agreements

ÅNRCS (2)

ÅAPHIS

ÅFEMA/ACOE/NPS

ÅFHWA/DOT (2)

ÅOther agreements

ÅBeach management

ÅRecovery

ÅWorking Forests for Wildlife



Case Study: 
Streamlining ESA 
Compliance on 
Transportation 
Projects

ÅAtlantic salmon consultation 
agreement with Federal Highway 
Administration and MaineDOT

ÅAverage consultation 
completed in less than five days

ÅInformal consultations: 
140 -> 0.6 days

ÅFormal consultations: 240 
days -> 1 day

Å2 dedicated liaison biologists



3. Hydropower Relicensing



Hydropower 
Relicensing 

Å80 facilities require relicensing

Å20 project annually in 
licensing

ÅPost-licensing coordination

Å40 years

ÅOngoing interagency and 
Tribal coordination

ÅStaffing ς 2 positions

ÅCurrently vacant



4. Gulf of Maine Coastal Program

Chris Meaney
Project Leader

Bill Bennett
Biologist

Julia Kemnitz
Biologist

Bonnie Turek
Biologist



USFWS National Coastal Program Overview

ÅVoluntary habitat conservation 
program that provides technical and 
financial assistance to support 
projects that benefit coastal-
dependent species and coastal 
communities

ÅDiversity of partners - work can take 
place on public and private lands and 
waters



Gulf of Maine Coastal 
Program Focus Area

ÅPriorities

ÅWatershed restoration 
and diadromous species 
conservation

ÅSaltmarsh conservation 
and ecosystem resilience

ÅLand and water 
conservation

ÅConnecting people to 
nature



Any questions?
Next Up: Listing Updates


