
Engaging respectfully with 
Wabanaki Nations

Stories and examples related to SFI Objective 8



SFI Objective 8

Objective 8: To recognize and respect Indigenous Peoples’ rights and traditional knowledge

Performance Measure 8.1: Certified Organizations shall recognize and respect Indigenous 

Peoples’ rights.

Performance Measure 8.2. Certified Organizations with forest management responsibilities on 

public lands shall confer with Indigenous Peoples whose rights may be affected by the Certified 

Organization’s forest management practices. 

Performance Measure 8.3. Certified Organizations are encouraged to communicate with and 

shall respond to Indigenous Peoples whose rights may be affected by forest management 

practices on the Certified Organization’s private lands.  

Recognition, respect, communication



Conservation community

● First Light: community of 60+ land trusts, conservation organizations, state 

agencies, federal agencies, foundations…

● Began in 2017, visits with Wabanaki Tribes

○ Formed Conservation Community Delegation: 9 conservation 

organizations from across Maine

● Developed into partnership with the Wabanaki Commission on Land & 

Stewardship



Psiw ut skitkamiq kignumin
(The whole earth is our home)

Wabanaki Commission
on Land & Stewardship



Building relationships



Relearning and relationship-building



Land access

We Commit
Cultural access agreements



Funding 
land care
Wolankeyutomone Kisi 
Apaciyewik

“Let Us Take Good Care of 
What is Returned” Fund



Tributary

Fundraising and land 
transactions for land to 
transfer to Tribes



Tributary partners



Why?



Ideas around building collaboration

● Time together on the land and relationship-building

● Cultural access

○ Ash, birchbark, non-timber forest products…

○ Agreements, conservation easement language

● Ash protection

○ Ash Protection Collaboration Across Waponahkik

● Land succession

○ Especially in proximity to existing Tribal lands

● Financial contributions to caretaking fund

○ Support next generation of harvesters, guides…

● Supporting your organizational capacity to be involved

Hearing from the panel!
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