
Engaging Respectfully with Wabanaki Nations - Follow-up Resources 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to come speak to the SFI SIC about Wabanaki collaboration at your June 3 
meeting. We’ve compiled some resources for ongoing learning and examples from collaboration in 
conservation that may be of use to members of the SIC around SFI Objective 8. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or to talk through these ideas more. 

 
Best, 
​
Ellie Oldach - First Light - ellie@firstlightmaine.org​
Kristin Peet - Appalachian Mountain Club - kpeet@outdoors.org 
Kyle Burdick - Forest Geek LLC - kyle@forestgeekllc.com 
Jake Metzler - Forest Society of Maine - jake@fsmaine.org 
Ben Dow - Weyerhaeuser - Ben.Dow@weyerhaeuser.com 
 
Some resources on Wabanaki history, presence, and collaboration with conservation 

●​ Self-guided micro-credential course through UMaine, with 4 modules covering Wabanaki history 
and contemporary policy: Dawnland - Maine Indian History 

●​ Q&A from a presentation with Wabanaki and non-native partners on this topic at NESAF 2026: 
NESAF Q&A 

●​ AMC’s articulation of “why engage?” and actions they are taking: AMC's Commitment to 
Acknowledging and Uplifting Indigenous Lands and Peoples  

 
Tools for Wabanaki cultural access 
Harvest permits  
Note that permits should be developed with Wabanaki partners. These models offer a starting point for 
thinking about language. 

●​ Baskahegan’s Brown Ash Collection Permit (attached) - Developed using Baskahegan’s firewood 
collection permit as a model, tailored to ash. 

●​ AMC’s Cultural Collection Access Permit (attached) - Includes free day entry through the KI Jo 
Mary Gate System, supported by AMC. 

Conservation easements 
●​ The Forest Society of Maine has worked to develop conservation easements that include 

provisions for Wabanaki cultural access. Please reach out to Jake Metzler at FSM to learn more 
about possibilities for easement language. 

We Commit 
●​ Conservation partners are developing a way to invite Wabanaki cultural access without requiring 

permits or easement language. Learn more and follow the We Commit program. 
Archaeological resources 

●​ Your lands may have important ancestral Wabanaki sites. This guide emerging best practices in 
connecting with State of Maine and Tribes around archaeological resources, including contact 
information for Tribal Historic Preservation Officers: Archaeology Best Practices  

Supporting Wabanaki land-based traditions 
●​ Wolankeyutomone Kisi Apaciyewik is a Wabanaki-led grant that funds Wabanaki Tribes, NGOs, 

and individuals to engage in a wide variety of cultural land-based traditions. Learn about grantees 
and consider supporting the fund here. 

https://www.maine.edu/student-success/micro-credentials/list-of-micro-credentials/dawnland/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IkhafNt2194keXXnjVCkZM3PSUUnnKiOXx2M6J2Ij9w/edit?tab=t.0
https://dawnlandreturn.org/sites/default/files/organizations/letters/AMC-s-Commitment-to-Indigenous-Lands-and-Peoples.pdf.pdf
https://dawnlandreturn.org/sites/default/files/organizations/letters/AMC-s-Commitment-to-Indigenous-Lands-and-Peoples.pdf.pdf
https://www.mcht.org/conservation-work/collaborations/wabanaki-cultural-access/
https://www.mltn.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Archaeology-Best-Practices-and-Procedures-2026-4-20.pdf
https://dawnlandreturn.org/wabanaki-commission/2026-grantees
https://dawnlandreturn.org/contribute-wka

