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WoodsWISE Resilience Program 

• Financial incentives for small and large 
landowners
• 10 to 500,000 acres 

• Cover 8 stewardship practices
• Early stand tending, regeneration support, and 

forest health actions 

• Landowner cap differs by funding 
sources and LO status 
• 400+ projects 

• WWRP Website 
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Two Grants: $9 million  

• Supporting Landowner Cost Share Payment Programs for Climate 
Mitigation & Forest Resilience
• $4 million 
• Opportunity 1 

• Supporting Landowner Cost Share Payment Programs for Carbon 
Stewardship
• $5 million 
• Opportunity 2 

• USFS Forest Landowner Support Program
• Funded by the Inflation Reduction Act

• Support state-endorsed cost-share program

•  Five-year timeline
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Opportunity 1 vs Opportunity 2 
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Climate Resilience 
Carbon Stewardship 

• Open now

• Small, non-industrial owners

• Private, tribal and local 
governments, NGOs

• Owners with 10 - 1,000 acres

• $20,000 landowner cap  

Carbon Stewardship

• Opens Nov. 2nd 

• Private ownerships 

• Owners with 1,001 to 500,000 
acres 

• $200,000 landowner cap 
 

• Requires a pre & post 
treatment inventory 

WWRP



Opportunity 1: Climate Resilience Highlights 

• 150+ landowners Walk & Talks

• 85 landowners with active 
applications covering 113 
acres
• $62,000 in funds allocated, another 

$75,000 in the queue 

• 90 foresters trained to work 
with landowners
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Federal Eligibility Criteria

• Land criteria 
• Rural land 

• < 50,000 people per US Census

• Suitable for growing trees

• Landowner criteria 
• Opportunity 1: small, non-industrial

• Opportunity 2: private 

• Emphasis on underserved landowners 
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Landscape Scale Restoration Project Planning Tool 

Eligibility 



Underserved Landowners 

• 40% of program participants

• A map of geographically underserved
• Cumulative data related to income, 

unemployment, housing, and travel barriers

• Self-identifying: USDA definition
• Beginning farmers and forestland owners
• Socially disadvantaged farmer or forestland 

owner
•  Limited-resource producers
• Veteran status in the last 10 years 
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Eligible Practices 
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Early Stand 
Tending 

Regen Support Forest Health 

MNAP

Emphasis on practices that are cost-prohibitive & increase resilience

-Early Stand Tending/PCT
-ECT

-Crop Tree Release 

-Planting
-Regen Protection

-Regen 
Management

-Invasive Plant Mgt
-Sanitation Cutting

Practices  



Practice Requirements 

• Show a clear connection to 
resilience
• Climate and carbon benefits

• Specific prescription at discretion of 
the forester & landowner 
• MFS approval 

• Funds are available for practice 
implementation 
• Forester time, planning, and project 

oversight 
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A practice MUST be completed as part 
of this program

1 year to complete practice after practice plan 
approval  



What IS NOT Covered 

• Infrastructure

• Land acquisition

• Equipment 

• Research  

• Funds MUST go to landowners 
for practice implementation 
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Program Workflow 

1. Site visit with 
DF

2. Create LO 
account

3. Project 
application  & 
MFS approval 

4. Project 
implementation 5. Close out visit 6. Payment
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~ 3 - 4 months from site visit to project implementation 



Carbon Stewardship Details 

• $5,000,000 for landowners with 1,000 - 500,000 acres
• $200,00 cap 

• Funding emphasis on practices to increase carbon storage & 
sequestration 
• Measurable change 
• NOT penalized if change is not immediate

 

• Pre & post-practice inventory 
• Only for the practice areas & MFS will provide specs 
• Possible to use existing inventories with prior approval 
• Pre-inventory data before work can begin
• Post-treatment inventory before the MFS makes final payment 

• MFS carbon modeling using FVS 
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Carbon Application Process 

• Step 1: Site visit to your DF

• Step 2: Submit paperwork to create LO 
account

• Step 3: Submit application during 
quarterly RFP

• Step 4: Wait for MFS ranking and 
potential approval 
• MFS will share the rubric and application template
• Application includes draft budget matched to 

project scale & scope 
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DRAFT Rubric Criteria 

1. History of public engagement and education (10 points) 
1. Provide a summary of past engagement and education. Examples may 

include hosted field tours, webinars, or other public presentations

2. Willingness to host an outreach event (10 points) 
1. Provide a summary of how and when an outreach event would occur, 

including the intended audience

3. Clear public benefit from completed practice (10 points) 
1. Provide a summary of who, beyond the landowner, benefits from the 

proposed work being completed

4. Budget showing responsible and reasonable use of 
funds (10 points)
1. A summary of the funds requested and what they will be used for  
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Next Steps & Timeline

•Next forester training: 
October 6th in Old Town 

• Carbon-specific webinar 
mid-October

• Training is required for 
foresters to participate in 
either program 
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Thank You! 

Nicole.s.rogers@maine.gov

Landowner Outreach Forester

Maine Forest Service

207-446-3418
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