
Chop and Drop Update

Forestry and Fisheries Collaboration in Maine



2012 Rule Development



Rule Basics

• Trained licensed foresters can oversee course 
wood addition treatments w/o permit if
– Consistent with standards in rule
– IFW or DMR has designated the stream reach
– Treatment plan has been developed by DMR or 

IFW or designee

• Treatments that deviate from the standards 
in the rules may require permitting



Standards

• Taken from Project SHARE - Oregon 
Department of Forestry guides and Green 
Mountain National Forest
– Defines “wood”.  Does not = slash or debris
– Establishes maximum loading rates
– Minimum size “key” pieces to resist movement
– Guidance on orientation and placement
– Address sedimentation, shoreland zoning, 

downstream infrastructure



Applicability Limitations

Standards were written to cover 
activates that will not need permitting 

from state or federal agencies



Important Definitions



Process

• Foresters attend training
– List of trained foresters maintained by MFS

• IFW or DMR Biologist designates a reach
– List of reaches maintained by MFS

• Biologist Prepares “Plan”
– Forester and Biologist sign plan
– DMR MUST sign if in Atlantic Salmon area

• Designated reach and plan valid for 4 years



Process

• Forester notifies MFS before treatment 
begins
– Copy of plan and map get submitted with Forest 

Operations Notification 
– Check box 

– Treatment proceeds



Specific Standards
• Requires at least 2 “Key pieces” at 

intervals through the treatment area
• Key pieces need to be 2X bankfull if no 

rootwad and 1.5 if root wad is attached
• Minimum diameter (large end)



Loading Rate

• Maximum of 230 pieces per mile 
– natural and added

• 40-60% 6-12” diameter, remainder >12” 
diameter



Residual Stand

• Trees felled “count” toward the landowners 
maximum removals in the shoreland area
– Example: Trees used for chop and drop count 

toward the 40% removal in a 10 year period.



Sedimentation

• Must take reasonable measures to avoid
• If it occurs must correct the situation



Downstream Infrastructure

• Treatments not allowed where downstream 
infrastructure could be put at risk

• Minimum of 2 meander bends



Plan

• Requires basic elements
• May have more detail if mutually agreed 

upon 



Plan

In Stream Large Woody Debris Addition Treatment Plan

Completion of this form satisfies the plan requirement of Maine Forest Service Rule Chapter 25 
“Standards for Placing wood into Stream Channels to Enhance Cold Water Fisheries Habitat”.  
All treatments proposed must be consistent with standards in Chapter 25.  

Stream Name______________________ Town___________________ Date__________

GPS Coordinates of upstream end of treatment:

N_____________________ W___________________

GPS Coordinates of downstream end of treatment:

N_____________________ W___________________

Average stream bankfull width in feet: _______________________

Total number of pieces of wood to add:_____________________________

By signing below I certify that I have reviewed this plan and that the proposed treatment is 
acceptable.

Signature_____________________________
Date__________________

Print Name____________________________
IFW or DMR Fisheries Biologist

Signature_____________________________
Date___________________

Print Name____________________________
License#________________

Licensed Forester



Completed Project
• Tukey Brook in Greenwood
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