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• Classified as 
Barrier. 

• Perched. 
• On stream ranked 

“Very High” priority 
habitat.



All 1,164 road-
stream crossings on 
private roads within 
Irving Woodlands, 
Maine Holdings



644 of the crossings 
are either barriers or 
potential barriers 
and within 5 miles of 
2021 harvest 
operations



241 barriers or potential 
barriers on slide 2 are on 
streams ranked “Very 
High” or “High” priority 
habitat for native fisheries 
by Maine Inland Fisheries 
& Wildlife Regional 
Fisheries Biologists









Asset Inventory Project













So what was the condition of our road crossing assets?



Similar to several studies, around 60% of 
watercourse crossing are a partial or 
complete barrier to fish passage.



Preferred methods 
of restoring fish 
passage at problem 
sites would include 
bridges, arches, 
embedded and total 
removal.  







Round pipes, properly installed, should 
not be disregarded when considering 
options for fish passage improvement.  



How do we make this work?
1. D
• Agree on field survey methods, measurement units and training of assessment 

crew personnel. This is not a summer student or ENGO volunteer program.
• Partners work with industry to select projects which sync with operational road 

maintenance programs - Operational plans, maintenance lists & budget dates.
• Prioritize sites with the best cost to fish habitat benefits (low hanging fruit).
• Prepare a high priority “wish list” for special sites (ESA listed, big habitat gains 

etc.)
• Identify research gaps and technology  (swimming capabilities by species vs 

water velocity, LiDAR to calculate culvert slope, culvert exit add-ons for fish 
passage).

• Explore funding /  cost sharing sources.
• Work with downstream land-owners, regulators and First Nations partners to 

coordinate projects.  
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How can the FIN Network help?



Questions?
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