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The Goal

https://www.maine.gov/ifw/fish-wildlife/fisheries/strategic-management-plans.html



Coldwater Fish Habitat



What is ‘good’ BKT habitat?
….what is needed for sustainable wild population 
management?

• Microhabitat diversity
• Cool water or the ability to access it when needed
• Ample cover elements
• Ample food resources
• Few strong competitors (non-natives/invasives)
• **Open river networks and habitat diversity, especially access 

to pools!**



Why pools?

Raleigh 1982 HSI model – Brook Trout adults (riverine form)

• Important conditions:  depth, degree of cover 
elements, and amount and type of POOLS!

• Larger/older fish need bigger spaces



How we do it
Lots and lots of factors are measured or visually assessed!



How do Maine’s rivers and streams fare?



What about pools?



Cold Stream

Take home:  we need more pools that are closer 
together and offer a diversity of depths and cover 
types.  



What next?

• From earlier: • Improve connectivity – we are making 
progress!

• Keep it cold and get cold water as far 
downstream as possible

• Improve instream conditions 
• Increase cover quantity and availability
• Improve depth profiles

• Channel constriction 
• Increase habitat diversity

• POOLS!  Whatever it takes!
• Wood addition
• Return rocks/boulders to channels**



If you build it, they will come



Too much of this More please!*
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